
 

DRAFT 
 

Whereas, New York State enacted legislation enabling the adoption of a partial exemption from school 
taxes on the residential property of specified classes of Veterans; 

And 

Whereas, the Board of Education of the Rush-Henrietta Central School District (“this Board”) , in 
accordance with such legislation, held a public hearing to consider the adoption of such an exemption;  

And 

Whereas, this Board solicited, received and considered further input from the taxpayers of the District 
concerning the propriety of adopting such an exemption;  

And 

Whereas, on January 6, 2015, this Board unanimously rejected a resolution calling for the adoption of 
such an exemption;  

And 

Whereas, this Board believes it appropriate to set forth its findings of fact and considerations of policy 
underlying its decision to reject the adoption of such an exemption,  

Now, therefore, be it resolved that this Board does hereby adopt the following findings of fact and 
considerations of policy to be pertinent to its determination to reject the adoption of the proposed 
Veteran’s property tax exemption: 

1. Veterans of military service to this country are entitled to the highest level of gratitude, respect 
and honor from this Board and all who enjoy the freedoms protected and preserved by such 
service; 

2. The legislation enabling the adoption of the proposed exemption, while arguably motivated by a 
desire to afford Veterans the gratitude, respect and honor that is their due,  is predicated upon 
a district by district adoption that results in an unavoidable disparity in the treatment of 
Veterans; 

3. The use of a property tax exemption for this purpose  is inherently inequitable in as much as it 
fails to reward those Veterans who do not own real property;  

4. Further, the legislation requires an adopting board of education to shift the tax burden of its 
educational program to non-Veteran tax payers, without regard to either the economic need of 
the Veterans relieved of such tax burden or the economic ability of those tax payers further 
burdened thereby; 



 

5. The unequal and accordingly unfair application of the proposed exemption is an inappropriate 
and illogical expression of the gratitude, respect and honor that is the Veterans’ due; 

6. It is the collective responsibility of the State Legislature and the Governor to accord New York  
Veterans of service to this country the gratitude, respect and honor that is their due, by enacting 
a universal program for such purpose that is fair and equitable to the Veterans to be so honored 
and that does not result in the inequitable and onerous imposition of additional taxes upon the 
citizens of this State. 

And be it further  

Resolved, that a copy of this resolution bearing the Seal of this Board of Education, be forwarded, 
forthwith, to the Governor of the State of New York and each member of the Assembly and the Senate 
of the State of New York (representing the taxpayers of this District) to serve as a call for the enactment 
of legislation effecting a universal program to accord the Veterans of this State the gratitude, respect 
and honor that each so rightly deserves. 

 


